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New charter school opening in Avondale
Traditional School scheduled to be completed by fall semester
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A CONSTRUCTION CREW pours concrete at the site of the new Legacy Traditional School in Avondale on the northwest corner of East Van Buren Street and 123rd Avenue. The school is scheduled to open in the fall. View photo by Ray Thomas
Emily McCann
staff writer

This fall, West Valley parents will have yet another choice for their children's education when Legacy Traditional Schools opens its new Avondale campus. 

The charter district currently has 2,300 pupils at three sites around the state, and is opening three more in time for the fall semester, which starts Aug. 8. 

One of its new locations will be at 406 N. El Mirage Road in Avondale, bringing the city's charter school total to five, according to the Arizona Department of Education's website. 

The 48,000-square-foot facility will have a library, computer lab, full kitchen, gymnasium and sports fields, said Bill Bressler, superintendent for Legacy. 

"For a charter school, it's a very large campus," he said. 

The school will offer a full range of competitive sports, including softball, volleyball, basketball and soccer, and will play against other charters, Bressler said. 

It will have two teams - one for pupils who are familiar with the sports, and one for those who are just getting started. 

"Any child that is interested in learning how to participate in an organized sport, they get on the team and get to learn it," Bressler said about the B team. 

Capacity for enrollment at the K-8 school is 860 pupils, and Bressler said it could reach that number soon. 

"We're doing very well with enrollment, and our trajectory is we could be close to capacity in the fall," he said. 

However, enrollment is still open and weekly parent information sessions are being held. The next one is at 6 p.m. Wednesday at the American Sports Centers Avondale @ Randall McDaniel Sports Complex, 755 N. 114th Ave. 

Legacy is already fully staffed for the year and most of the teachers and administrators are residents of the West Valley, including Principal Kristen Smith. 

"I'm excited to be part of a school that seeks to continually challenge students academically while providing all necessary support," Smith said. "I also strongly believe that the partnership between parents and the school community is essential to meeting the needs of the whole child." 

The district has accelerated curriculum taught at a higher level, which has led to schools labeled as highly performing by the state, Bressler said. 

"Our program is successful because we have a very strong curriculum and it is structured consistent within each grade level and sequential throughout all grades as well," he said. "We've seen substantial academic results in the communities we currently serve, and we fully expect to have that same success in Avondale." 

For information about Legacy Traditional Schools, visit its website at www.legacytraditional.org/avondale. 

Emily McCann can be reached by email at emccann@westvalleyview.com. 




